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2011 UNITED WAY COMMUNITY INVESTMENTS


 


United Way of Muscatine is proud to announce our grants to the following agencies for 2011:


 


American Red Cross








Boy Scouts





 


Family Resources








Flickinger Learning Center





 


Girls Scouts





 


Lutheran Services in Iowa





 


MCSA








Mississippi Valley Child Protection Center





 


Muscatine Community Y





 


Muscatine Legal Services





 


The Salvation Army








Senior Resources





 


Trinity Muscatine Public Health


 





To learn more about our investment in these agencies, click �HYPERLINK "http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102532579702&s=5&e=001qOm79RVMdAM4Wj-2pN5bPpd9vMIDu1Qnunuc9gBYuIUeTv-E3f8K561saiBD7rX7wl-JJWj5NW3fBhqCBBiKWczsWKNedaX-nj2EO8Tj7jhzvbY5coBixNkRN9zhWI387dPfV8DVqoM=" \t "_blank"�here�!
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Welcome to the LINCS newsletter! 








The purpose of the LINCS newsletter is to help keep you updated on changes that are happening with agencies and programs throughout Muscatine.


We hope that this will allow all of you to stay better connected and to be more efficient since you won’t have to spend your valuable time tracking down this information yourselves. 	


Of course, the only way that this infor-mation will make it into the newsletter is if we know about it. So if you have changes going on in your own office send us an email and let us know. That way we can include them in the next newsletter! Also contact us with any suggestions for layout or content.


To contact LINCS


by phone at 563-263-5963 or


by email at:


 �HYPERLINK "mailto:lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org"�lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org�








Muscatine Statistics (as of publication)





Free/ Reduced Lunch Rate: 48.63%





Unemployment Rate (Musc. Co.): 7.5%





Households Receiving Food Assistance: 3143





Program Spotlight: Women With Drive Foundation





A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our Nite at the Races fundraiser a success! Thanks to all of our sponsors, volunteers and attendees! We couldn’t have done it without all of your support! Look for information on our next Nite at the Races and be sure to tell everyone how much fun you had!





�





The Women With Drive Foundation (WWDF) provides a car to qualifying women in transition. In exchange, they agree to work towards their goals in a two-year plan established by them with the help of the program officer.





Why the focus on women? Poverty rates are higher in families headed by single women. That’s even more true if those women are black or Hispanic. In addition, there is a strong link between poverty and lack of transportation that limits the ability to seek and keep employment.


By removing the pressure that trans-portation issues cause, this program helps recipients focus on empowering themselves to learn other skills that will help them to transition out of poverty.





For more information on this program please visit their website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wwdr1ve.com" �http://www.wwdr1ve.com�


Or contact Molly Cantrell-Kraig at 319-855-4399 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:wwithdr1ve@gmail.com" �wwithdr1ve@gmail.com�.
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Upcoming Events











New Faces and New Places











The hope is that this newsletter will provide you with valuable information on the changes that are taking place in agencies and programs throughout Muscatine. Feel free to forward this newsletter to anyone who might find it useful. To be added to the mailing list, please contact �HYPERLINK "mailto:lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org"�lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org� with your email address and contact information.














Todd Poci is the new Executive Director at Senior Resources. He can be reached at 263-7292 or at � HYPERLINK "mailto:toddpoci@sr-resources.org" ��toddpoci@sr-resources.org�.





Iowa Hospice has moved. They are now located at 1605 2nd Avenue in Muscatine. You can also reach them by phone at 263-2856.





While Sharon Gibson-Ellis is no longer at United Way of Muscatine, staff is still available to answer any questions you might have or to handle your other requests. Contact us at 263-5963 or at the email addresses below:





Becky Hagerty – Office Manager


	� HYPERLINK "mailto:becky@unitedwaymuscatine.org" �becky@unitedwaymuscatine.org�





Brianne Fitzgerald – Volunteer Engagement Mgr.


	� HYPERLINK "mailto:Brianne@unitedwaymuscatine.org" �Brianne@unitedwaymuscatine.org�





Shane J. Orr – Information & Referral Specialist


	� HYPERLINK "mailto:lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org" �lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org�








Nite at the Races

















Friday night, May 13th, from 5:30 - 7pm is Family Night at the Y, 1823 Logan St. This free night will provide plenty of outdoor games for the whole family. If it rains, the fun will move inside. Pizza, cookie and drink will be available for $2.50 for those interested.





Muscatine Schools are hosting an Educational Summit on May 16th and May 17th at the Muscatine Clarion Hotel, 2915 North Highway 61. This event features speakers on Muscatine’s innovative programming from national model schools High Tech High and AB Combs. Cost is $100 per day with partial-day fees available. Registration and more information are available by clicking � HYPERLINK "http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103584185281-166/MCSD+TransformED+Event+May+16+17.pdf" ��here�.





The Relay for Life of Muscatine County will be held on Friday, May 20th at the Muscatine High School track from 5pm - 5am. This American Cancer Society event will include a survivors’ dinner, a fundraising awards ceremony, live entertainment, a silent auction and much more. Come help celebrate, remember and fight back. 





The next United Way Agency Association meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 25th at 3pm at United Way of Muscatine, 208 W 2nd Street, Suite 201. In addition to learning more about what’s going on at United Way, it’s an opportunity for area agencies to share best practices or even just to discuss what’s going on in their organization.


 


The Muscatine Municipal Housing Agency is providing free homeownership classes on May 28th and June 4th from 8am – Noon at the Sunset Park Learning Center that teach you how to become a homeowner. In addition, those who complete the classes could qualify for $2000 in down-payment assistance if they are buying a home in Muscatine County and are below 80% of the median income. Call Chad Yocom at 264-0667 to reserve a spot.
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