[image: image1.jpg]A A AN

LOCAL INFORMATION

CONNECTION TO SERVICES





[image: image2.png]





















LINCS February Newsletter





2010 UNITED WAY COMMUNITY INVESTMENTS


 


United Way of Muscatine is proud to announce our grants to the following agencies for 2010:


 


American Red Cross





Boy Scouts


 


Family Resources





Flickinger Learning Center


 


Girls Scouts


 


Goodwill of the Heartland


 


Lutheran Services in Iowa


 


MCSA





Mississippi Valley Child Protection Center


 


Muscatine Community Y


 


Muscatine County Parents' Association for the Hearing Impaired


 


Muscatine Legal Services


 


Muscatine High School Special Education Work Experience


 


Muscatine Search & Rescue


 


Salvation Army





Senior Resources


 


Trinity Muscatine Public Health


 





*NOTE ABOUT 2011 GRANTS*





The proposal deadline has passed and our Community Investment process is underway!





Find out more on our � HYPERLINK "http://www.unitedwaymuscatine.org/how.php" ��website�.
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Welcome to the LINCS newsletter! 








The purpose of the LINCS newsletter is to help keep you updated on changes that are happening with agencies and programs throughout Muscatine.


We hope that this will allow all of you to stay better connected and to be more efficient since you won’t have to spend your valuable time tracking down this information yourselves. 	


Of course, the only way that this infor-mation will make it into the newsletter is if we know about it. So if you have changes going on in your own office send us an email and let us know. That way we can include them in the next newsletter! Also contact us with any suggestions for layout or content.


To contact LINCS


by phone at 563-263-5963 or


by email at:


 �HYPERLINK "mailto:lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org"�lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org�








Muscatine Statistics





Free/ Reduced Lunch Rate: 48.63%





Unemployment Rate (Musc. Co.): 7.1%





Households Receiving Food Assistance: 3002





Program Spotlight: Senior Resources Home Repair Program





On January 17th, RiverBend Transit began transporting passengers from Muscatine to Iowa City three days per week. Pickup times are between 8:30-9 am Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, with arrival in Iowa City at 10am. Departure from Iowa City is no later than 2:15pm. Times are approximate since service is door to door. The suggested donation is $8 roundtrip for elderly (60+) or disabled passengers and $13 for the general public. Passengers need to call 800-292-8959 to set up a ride.











When you’re 60 or over, minor home repairs or modifications can sometimes pose a problem to living independently in your own home.


Fortunately, Senior Resources has a Home Repair Specialist that can help.


The program makes these repairs affordable. While seniors are required to pay for materials, a sliding fee scale is suggested to reimburse for labor. 


  


Just some examples of things the Home Repair Specialist can do are:


Build/install wheelchair ramps�Minor electrical repair�Minor plumbing problems�Some appliance repair�Bathroom modifications�Winterization and plastic�Air conditioner installation/removal�Windows and screens





Call Kevin Ellis at 563-263-7292 for more information.
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Events / Updates











Transportation Update











The hope is that this newsletter will provide you with valuable information on the changes that are taking place in agencies and programs throughout Muscatine. Feel free to forward this newsletter to anyone who might find it useful. To be added to the mailing list, please contact �HYPERLINK "mailto:lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org"�lincs@unitedwaymuscatine.org� with your email address and contact information.











�


Many Muscatine residents aren’t able to prepare their own tax return forms or afford to pay someone else to do it. Fortunately, there are a few organizations in Muscatine that provide free tax preparation. Both Community Action of Eastern Iowa at 563-263-9290 and the New Iowan Center at 563-264-6014 provide this service. Once an appointment is set up, individuals should be sure to bring:


Photo ID


Social Security cards for everyone listed on the return


All W-2s, 1099s and documented expenses if you plan to itemize deductions.


2010 income tax return


Copy of a blank check or bank information for direct deposit of a refund.


A spouse’s signature is required if filing a joint return.











Tax Season

















The Coat Connections program is having a coat giveaway on Monday, February 14th. Coats, gloves, boots, hats and Spring jackets will be given away for free while supplies last at two locations during normal business hours. Community Action of Eastern Iowa is located at Muscatine Mall and The Salvation Army is at 1000 Oregon Street.








On Monday, February 21st from Noon to 3pm, the Muscatine Community Y is hosting a Wii Just Dance contest. The cost to play is $2 and all proceeds will go to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. There will be prizes for the top three players.








The Muscatine Community Y is having a youth Open Mic Night on Friday, February 25th from 8-11pm. Performers check in at 7:45 and will get 5 minutes of stage time for singing, dancing, rap, poetry or comedy. Open to grades 6th through 12th. All material must be Y appropriate. It’s $2 at the door for performers or spectators.








The Muscatine Center for Non-Profits, Diamond Towns of America and Mobilizing Muscatine Excellence has a new phone number. It is 319-855-4399, and is effective immediately. The old number has been discontinued. This is also the number for the Women with Drive Foundation (Molly Cantrell-Craig).





 


COMING UP


March 11: Redezvous for the Red (Red Cross)


March 21-25: Poverty Awareness Week


April 9: New Beginnings Benefit and Raffle �             (Domestic Violence Shelter)


April 15: Nite at the Races (United Way)


April 18-24: Plug Into Your Family Week
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